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they performed it within a reasonable time—say a year or even
two years—there seems no reason why the St. Aldwyn policy
should not have succeeded. But having had the task of revision
entrusted to them, the convocations in effect adjourned its
performance till the Greek calends.1 Meanwhile pending that
performance the bishops, since the St. Aldwyn report had treated
the existing rubric as needing revision, held themselves addi-
tionally justified in shirking its enforcement. The result was
that there was worse anarchy than ever, and Lord St. Aldwyn's
intentions were completely frustrated.
In the matter of church schools, and also in that of Welsh
disestablishment, the anglican attitude, generally speaking, was
neither magnanimous nor long-sighted. Churchmen had spent
largely to create and maintain their schools, and had every right
to fight hard for their continuance. But they ought to have made
more effort to see the point of view of their opponents. Had they
done so, they could not have failed to recognize the hardship
which nonconformity suffered in the single-school areas; and
instead of seeking to take advantage of it, would have sought to
redress it. Effective generosity in that sense would have pre-
vented all the bitterness from 1902 onward, and have given the
church a far greater influence over nonconformists than it could
ever get by educating their children against their will. Similarly
in regard to Welsh disestablishment. The bill, against which all
the forces of churchmanship were organized to fight tooth and
nail, became law under the Parliament Act in September 1914;
but being deferred during the European war, did not actually
come into force till March 1920. It has proved of the greatest
benefit to the anglican church in Wales, which has now far more
health and vigour than it had before. Foreseeing, as any one
could, that this would be so, it might have seemed the wiser line
for the church's leaders to recognize frankly that the case of
Wales was peculiar; that disestablishment there and in England
were two entirely different affairs; that a church of Wales
could put itself right with Welsh nationalism as the Church in
Wales never could; and that the only thing left was to seek in an
atmosphere of goodwill for a measure of financial generosity.
The line which they instead took of harping on the indissoluble
unity of the church in Wales and England, and denouncing
1 Eventually about twenty-two years elapsed between the issuing of the letters of
business and the submission of a revised prayer book to parliament

